Experience informs us that, after parents and guardians, educators have the greatest level of influence on children of all ages. These are the educators we prepare on our university campuses every semester, year after year, for whom the act of teaching is much more than a monthly paycheck. For them, teaching is rather a very special calling. Higher education institutions began the noble and much respected work of preparing professional educators in the well-known Normal Schools, which have expanded their offerings and programs over the years to form the many excellent public colleges and universities of today.
In my opinion, the best place for this "rebirth' to take place is with The Renaissance Group (TRG) member institutions. These are the colleges, universities, and the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards, which for the past 23 years, have dedicated their talents and resources to address the preparation of educators as an all-campus responsibility by working in close collaboration with their K-12 partners from local school districts.
The Renaissance Group is the only national, higher education consortium where university presidents, provosts, deans of education, and deans of arts and sciences have joined forces to effectively carry out this important mission.
Education clearly holds the formula for rebuilding our nation. We cannot be distracted by criticism. We must stay the course and seriously support the recruitment and preparation of the very best educators at local, state, and national levels. We have always had the knowledge, the skills, and the experience to address this most important field. Our educator preparation programs were once praised and imitated throughout the world. We simply need to realize that potential again and to stand beside our teachers, counselors, and administrators whose teachings and leadership greatly influence and shape the lives of students in all of America's schools.
